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Andrea Destefanis & Filippo
Gabbiani

Architect-designers, founders and chief
architects of Kokaistudios

Both Architecture graduates from the Istituto
Universitario di Architettura di Venezia, in Venice,
| ltaly, Destefanis and Gabbiani were independently
‘ W involved in a number of projects in Europe before
co-founding Kokaistudios in 2002. Their background and training in
restoring buildings led to their invitation to Shanghai in 2002 to restore
and redesign Bund18 to house a multi-use lifestyle store. Since that
groundbreaking project the duo has remained in the region and
continue to specialise in restoration, design and master planning projects
in China and Hong Kong. They were recently involved in designing the
interiors for the Shama Luxe serviced apartments in Xintiandi, as well as
the Yangquan Culture Centre in Shanxi Province. Their offices are
located in Venice, Copenhagen, Hong Kong and Shanghai.
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Law Ling Kit & Virginia Lung

Designers, co-founders of One Plus Partnership

Sharing the very same design theory and goals, Law started One Plus
Partnership with his wife Virginia two years after graduating from a
technical institute. Ever since, One Plus Partnership has been steadfastly
pursuing design excellence, taking on projects that are meaningful and
which improve the quality of personal and public life. Mellon Town's
Now Club was the epitome of their design approach, cutting across all
norms and forms of design and setting a benchmark for practicing
contemporaries. Their other projects include Gemdale Green Town
showflats in Donguan, Fifth Garden showflats in Shenzhen, and the
recently completed showflats at the Gateway in Shenzhen.
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Carmen Ho

Designer, artist, footwear designer, founder/
CEO & creative director of CARMENHO

Born in Hawaii, Carmen Ho was raised in Hong
Kong and educated in America, earning a degree
in Business Administration and Architecture from
| the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Her
fascination with structures and form has led her
from exploring various arts — from ceramics to glass-blowing to
furniture design — to designing highly acclaimed collections of shoes.
To this end, Ho enrolled at the acclaimed Ars Sutoria footwear school in
Milan and received hands-on experience for design and production,
working in shoe factories that produced shoes for the likes of Dior and
Prada. Armed with business skills acquired from her investment banking
days, Ho then had the know-how she needed to launch her own
CARMENHO brand in 2004 in Milan. Since then, Ho and her designers
have quickly established a high-profile international following, with
customers including such celebrities as Lindsey Lohan, Mischa Barton
and Sarah Jessica Parker.
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Henry Lai
Architect, co-founder of Leung King
Partners Limited
A graduate from the Department of Architecture at
the University of Hong Kong in 1991, Lai founded
I Leung King Partners Limited (LKPL) with two
colleagues in 1998. Through LKPL, Lai carried
forward his architectural aspirations with strong emphasis on large-scale
residential, commercial and mixed-use projects in Hong Kong, Macau and
China. In 2004, LKPL joined the formation of Archiplus International
Limited (AlL), a joint-venture corporate architectural practice group with
principal mainland partners of Class A design institutes under the Ministry
of Construction China, to undertake large-scale projects in Hong Kong,
Macau and major mainland cities. Lai currently serves as LKPL managing
director and director-deputy general manager in AlL. Amongst his
noteworthy projects are Ponte 16 and Concordia in Macau, 82 Peak Road,
26 Mount Kellett Road, 38 Shelley Street, and Sunshine Bay in Zhongshan.
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